
Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Electron Dosimetry 
Training: VARSKIN 6

Colby Mangini, PhD, CHP
Partner

Colby.Mangini@rcdsoftware.com

mailto:ColbyMangini@rcdsoftware.com


Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Outline
• Electron Dosimetry Theory 

• Basics
• Scaling Parameters
• Backscatter

• Summary

2



Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Electron Dosimetry Theory - Basics
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Electron Interactions

• As energetic electrons pass through material, they 
transfer energy

• primarily via “soft collisions”, i.e., Coulombic interactions
• or, “hard” collisions with orbital electrons

• Energy loss is a function of KE & charge density
• Energy loss can result in:

• excitation – characteristic X-rays
• ionization – scattered energetic electrons
• Bremsstrahlung (>1 MeV electrons) – low-energy photons

• Scattered electrons may produce additional ion pairs
• e.g., clusters, delta rays, further excitation/ionization



Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Range-Energy Observations

• Electrons lose energy via tortuous paths
• Electron range (penetration depth) increases with 

increasing energy
• Linear range is largely dependent on electron density 

of the absorber atoms
• And, to a lesser degree, range is a function of Z

• result has practical implications for shielding
• density thickness (mg/cm2) is best indicator of electron 

range
• important tissue depths  7, 100, 300, 1000 mg/cm2
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Range-Energy Relationship for Electrons
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BETA RANGE

		

				cember, eq  5.2 and 5.4																								ionizational stopping powers, table a.5 J&C												Range energy curves for betas in stuff. Data from table a-6 of J& c

		ENERGY		RANGE																																						range in g/cm2						range in  cm

		1.0E-02		0.1607795262																								Electron energy, Mev		MeV/cm2/g		Mev/cm in air		si, p 127 cember						Energy		Air		water		aluminum		Air		water		aluminum

		2.0E-02		0.678629401																								0.001		102.3		0.1232715		3641.6986706056						0.01		0.0003		0.0003		0.0004		0.2489626556		0.0003		0.000148203

		3.0E-02		1.510127588																								0.0015		78.92		0.0950986		2809.41211226						0.015		0.0006		0.0005		0.0007		0.4979253112		0.0005		0.0002593553

		4.0E-02		2.6135007772																								0.002		64.93		0.07824065		2311.3929098966						0.02		0.001		0.0009		0.0012		0.8298755187		0.0009		0.0004446091

		5.0E-02		3.9561175685																								0.003		48.74		0.0587317		1735.0576070901						0.03		0.002		0.0018		0.0024		1.6597510373		0.0018		0.0008892182

		6.0E-02		5.5120747442																								0.004		39.49		0.04758545		1405.7740029542						0.04		0.0033		0.0029		0.0039		2.7385892116		0.0029		0.0014449796

		7.0E-02		7.2603109781																								0.005		33.415		0.040265075		1189.5147710487						0.05		0.0049		0.0043		0.0057		4.0663900415		0.0043		0.0021118933

		8.0E-02		9.1833393278																								0.006		29.16		0.0351378		1038.0443131462						0.06		0.0067		0.0059		0.0078		5.5601659751		0.0059		0.0028899592

		9.0E-02		11.2663868581																								0.007		25.94		0.0312577		923.4180206795						0.07		0.0088		0.0078		0.0102		7.3029045643		0.0078		0.0037791775

		1.0E-01		13.4967933415																								0.008		23.42		0.0282211		833.7104874446						0.08		0.0111		0.0098		0.0128		9.2116182573		0.0098		0.0047424972

		2.0E-01		42.0126467702																								0.009		21.4		0.025787		761.8020679468						0.09		0.0136		0.0119		0.0157		11.2863070539		0.0119		0.0058169692

		3.0E-01		78.2344926578																								0.01		19.73		0.02377465		702.353028065						0.1		0.0162		0.0143		0.0187		13.4439834025		0.0143		0.006928492

		4.0E-01		119.3211754742																								0.015		14.43		0.01738815		513.682422452						0.15		0.0318		0.0281		0.0365		26.3900414938		0.0281		0.0135235272

		5.0E-01		163.752632122																								0.02		11.56		0.0139298		411.5155096012						0.2		0.0507		0.0447		0.0578		42.0746887967		0.0447		0.021415339

		6.0E-01		210.5946067628																								0.03		8.484		0.01022322		302.0153618907						0.3		0.0948		0.0838		0.1076		78.6721991701		0.0838		0.0398666173

		7.0E-01		259.2241268102																								0.04		6.844		0.00824702		243.6342688331						0.4		0.145		0.1282		0.1639		120.3319502075		0.1282		0.0607261949

		8.0E-01		309.2025304349																								0.05		5.814		0.00700587		206.9680945347						0.5		0.1989		0.1759		0.2242		165.0622406639		0.1759		0.0830678029

		9.0E-01		360.2085888303																								0.06		5.107		0.006153935		181.8001477105						0.6		0.2551		0.2258		0.2871		211.7012448133		0.2258		0.1063727306

		1.0E+00		412																								0.07		4.59		0.00553095		163.3958641064						0.7		0.3128		0.2771		0.3518		259.5850622407		0.2771		0.1303445721

		2.0E+00		945.7888254582		HJKKJH																						0.08		4.195		0.005054975		149.3345642541						0.8		0.3715		0.3294		0.4178		308.2987551867		0.3294		0.1547980734

		3.0E+00		1.5E+03																								0.09		3.883		0.004679015		138.2279172821						0.9		0.4308		0.3824		0.4845		357.510373444		0.3824		0.17951093

		4.0E+00		2.0E+03																								0.1		3.631		0.004375355		129.2571639586						1		0.4905		0.4359		0.5517		407.0539419087		0.4359		0.2044090404

		5.0E+00		2.5E+03																								0.15		2.859		0.003445095		101.7753323486						2		1.082		0.972		1.22		897.9253112033		0.972		0.4520192664

		6.0E+00		3.1E+03																								0.2		2.468		0.00297394		87.8564254062						3		1.655		1.502		1.872		1373.4439834025		1.502		0.6935902186

		7.0E+00		3.6E+03																								0.3		2.083		0.002510015		74.1511078287						4		2.206		2.019		2.501		1830.7053941909		2.019		0.9266394961

		8.0E+00		4.1E+03																								0.4		1.901		0.002290705		67.6722304284						5		2.738		2.524		3.109		2272.1991701245		2.524		1.1519081141

		9.0E+00		4.7E+03																								0.5		1.801		0.002170205		64.1124076809						6		3.254		3.02		3.698		2700.4149377593		3.02		1.3701370878

		1.0E+01		5.2E+03																								0.6		1.742		0.00209911		62.01211226						7		3.756		3.506		4.27		3117.0124481328		3.506		1.5820674324

																												0.7		1.705		0.002054525		60.6949778434						8		4.245		3.984		4.827		3522.8215767635		3.984		1.788440163

																												0.8		1.682		0.00202681		59.8762186115						9		4.723		4.454		5.37		3919.5020746888		4.454		1.9896257873

																												0.9		1.668		0.00200994		59.3778434269						10		5.191		4.917		5.9		4307.8838174274		4.917		2.1859948129

																												1		1.66		0.0020003		59.0930576071						20		9.477		9.237		10.66		7864.7302904564		9.237		3.949610967

																												2		1.684		0.00202922		59.9474150665						30		13.19		13.08		14.63		10946.0580912863		13.08		5.4205261208

																												3		1.739		0.002095495		61.9053175775						40		16.51		16.55		18.04		13701.244813278		16.55		6.6839570211

																												4		1.7889		0.0021556245		63.6816691285						50		19.54		19.73		21.04		16215.7676348548		19.73		7.7954798073

																												5		1.832		0.00220756		65.2159527326						60		22.33		22.65		23.71		18531.1203319502		22.65		8.7847350871

																												6		1.869		0.002252145		66.5330871492						70		24.92		25.36		26.13		20680.4979253112		25.36		9.681363468

																												7		1.902		0.00229191		67.7078286558						80		27.33		27.88		28.33		22680.4979253112		27.88		10.4964801778

																												8		1.93		0.00232565		68.7045790251						90		29.6		30.25		30.35		24564.3153526971		30.25		11.2449055206

																												9		1.955		0.002355775		69.594534712						100		31.73		32.47		32.22		26331.9502074689		32.47		11.937754724

																												10		1.979		0.002384695		70.4488921713

																												20		2.134		0.00257147		75.9666174298

																												30		2.226		0.00268233		79.2416543575

																												40		2.281		0.002748605		81.1995568685

																												50		2.318		0.00279319		82.5166912851

																												60		2.346		0.00282693		83.5134416544

																												70		2.371		0.002857055		84.4033973412

																												80		2.391		0.002881155		85.1153618907

																												90		2.408		0.00290164		85.7205317578

																												100		2.432		0.00293056		86.5748892171
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		Energy, MeV				carbon		aluminum		copper		LEAD

		0.001				2198		356		9824		812.9

		0.005				18.53

		0.01				2.187		26.35		219.2		132.7

		0.05				0.1854

		0.1				0.1512		0.1706		0.4549		5.461

		0.5				0.0871

		1				0.0636		0.0615		0.0589		0.0701

		10				0.0196		0.0232		0.031		0.0488

		100				0.0145		0.0251		0.0467		0.0937

				Mev		carbon		aluminum		copper		LEAD

		1		0.001		2198		1185		10570

		1.09		0.00109						9824

		1.1		0.0011						11370

		1.5		0.0015		709		356		4148

		1.56		0.00156				4241

		2		0.002		307.1		2305		2349

		2.48		0.00248								812.9

		2.481		0.002481								2151

		2.58		0.00258								1939

		2.581		0.002581								2688

		3		0.003		90.58		806.9

		3.06		0.00306								1727

		3.061		0.003061								2316

		3.55		0.00355								1578

		3.551		0.003551								1780

		3.84		0.00384								1446

		3.85		0.00385								1560

		4		0.004		37.23		369.4		358

		5		0.005		18.53		197.9		193.4

		6		0.006		10.45		117.6		116.6		493.3

		7		0.007

		8		0.008		4.274		50.95		37.81		235

		8.97		0.00897						288.9

		10		0.01		2.187		26.35		219.2		132.7

		13		0.013								67.68

		15		0.015		0.7396		7.873		74.76

		15.2		0.0152								108.7

		15.21		0.01521								151.9

		15.8		0.0158								136

		15.81		0.01581								157.2

		20		0.02		0.4117		3.375		33.9		85.91

		30		0.03		0.2473		1.1		10.8		29.73

		40		0.04		0.2041		0.5571		4.779

		50		0.05		0.1854		0.3632		2.561		7.811

		60		0.06		0.1744		0.2757		1.562		4.863

		80		0.08		0.1607		0.2015		0.7519

		88		0.088								1.835

		88		0.088								7.483

		100		0.1		0.1512		0.1706		0.459		5.461

		150		0.15		0.1346		0.1381		0.2226		1.994

		200		0.2		0.1229		0.1225		0.157		0.9913

		300		0.3		0.1066		0.1043		0.1125		0.3996

		400		0.4		0.0954		0.0928		0.0944		0.2294

		500		0.5		0.0871		0.0845		0.0837		0.1588

		550		0.55		0.0836		0.081		0.0797

		662		0.662		0.0771		0.0746		0.0725		0.1084

		800		0.8		0.0708		0.0684		0.066		0.0872

		1		1		0.0636		0.0615		0.0589		0.0701

		1.25		1.25		0.0569		0.0549		0.0525		0.0581

		1.5		1.5		0.0518		0.0501		0.048		0.0453

		2		2		0.0444		0.0433		0.042

		3		3		0.0356		0.0354		0.036		0.0417

		4		4		0.0305		0.0311		0.0332		0.0415

		5		5		0.0271		0.0284		0.0317		0.0423

		6		6		0.0246		0.0264		0.0307		0.0429

		8		8		0.0214		0.0242		0.0303		0.0454

		10		10		0.0196		0.0232		0.031		0.0488

		15		15		0.0169		0.0217		0.032		0.0459

		20		20		0.0158		0.0217		0.0341		0.0612

		30		30		0.0147		0.022		0.0371		0.07

		40		40		0.0143		0.0224		0.0391		0.0757

		50		50		0.0143		0.0231		0.0412		0.0807

		60		60		0.0142		0.0234		0.0424		0.0838

		80		80		0.0143		0.0243		0.0447		0.0891

		100		100		0.0145		0.0251		0.0467		0.0937
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Advantage of Density Thickness
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ALPHA RANGES

		Energy, MeV										figure 5.8 of Cember

		0		0

		0.25										Thickness		count rate						Energy		ion paris per mm air

		0.5										0		1						0		4000

		0.75										1		1						0.5		6000

		1										2		1						1		7230

		1.25										3		1						1.5		6500

		1.5										3.7		0.928						2		5500

		1.75										3.75		0.5						2.5		4500

		2										3.8		0.1						3		4170

		2.25										3.9		0.02						3.5		3910

		2.5										4		0						4		3800

		2.75																		4.5		3700

		3																		5		3600

		3.25																		5.5		3500

		3.5																		6		3400

		3.75																		6.5		3200

		4																		7		3100

		4.25																		7.5		2970

		4.5																		8		2800

		4.75																		8.5		2600

		5																		9		2400

		5.25																		9.5		2200

		5.5																		10		2000

		5.75

		6

		6.25

		6.5

		6.75

		7

		7.25

		7.5

		7.75

		8

		8.25

		8.5

		8.75

		9

		9.25

		9.5





ALPHA RANGES
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BETA RANGE

		



ion paris per mm air

Alpha particle energy, MeV

Ion pairs per mm air

Alpha-particle Bragg curve



Sheet1

		

				cember, eq  5.2 and 5.4																								ionizational stopping powers, table a.5 J&C												Range energy curves for betas in stuff. Data from table a-6 of J& c

		ENERGY		RANGE																																						range in g/cm2						range in  cm

		1.0E-02		0.1607795262																								Electron energy, Mev		MeV/cm2/g		Mev/cm in air		si, p 127 cember						Energy		Air		water		aluminum		Air		water		aluminum

		2.0E-02		0.678629401																								0.001		102.3		0.1232715		3641.6986706056						0.01		0.0003		0.0003		0.0004		0.2489626556		0.0003		0.000148203

		3.0E-02		1.510127588																								0.0015		78.92		0.0950986		2809.41211226						0.015		0.0006		0.0005		0.0007		0.4979253112		0.0005		0.0002593553

		4.0E-02		2.6135007772																								0.002		64.93		0.07824065		2311.3929098966						0.02		0.001		0.0009		0.0012		0.8298755187		0.0009		0.0004446091

		5.0E-02		3.9561175685																								0.003		48.74		0.0587317		1735.0576070901						0.03		0.002		0.0018		0.0024		1.6597510373		0.0018		0.0008892182

		6.0E-02		5.5120747442																								0.004		39.49		0.04758545		1405.7740029542						0.04		0.0033		0.0029		0.0039		2.7385892116		0.0029		0.0014449796

		7.0E-02		7.2603109781																								0.005		33.415		0.040265075		1189.5147710487						0.05		0.0049		0.0043		0.0057		4.0663900415		0.0043		0.0021118933

		8.0E-02		9.1833393278																								0.006		29.16		0.0351378		1038.0443131462						0.06		0.0067		0.0059		0.0078		5.5601659751		0.0059		0.0028899592

		9.0E-02		11.2663868581																								0.007		25.94		0.0312577		923.4180206795						0.07		0.0088		0.0078		0.0102		7.3029045643		0.0078		0.0037791775

		1.0E-01		13.4967933415																								0.008		23.42		0.0282211		833.7104874446						0.08		0.0111		0.0098		0.0128		9.2116182573		0.0098		0.0047424972

		2.0E-01		42.0126467702																								0.009		21.4		0.025787		761.8020679468						0.09		0.0136		0.0119		0.0157		11.2863070539		0.0119		0.0058169692

		3.0E-01		78.2344926578																								0.01		19.73		0.02377465		702.353028065						0.1		0.0162		0.0143		0.0187		13.4439834025		0.0143		0.006928492

		4.0E-01		119.3211754742																								0.015		14.43		0.01738815		513.682422452						0.15		0.0318		0.0281		0.0365		26.3900414938		0.0281		0.0135235272

		5.0E-01		163.752632122																								0.02		11.56		0.0139298		411.5155096012						0.2		0.0507		0.0447		0.0578		42.0746887967		0.0447		0.021415339

		6.0E-01		210.5946067628																								0.03		8.484		0.01022322		302.0153618907						0.3		0.0948		0.0838		0.1076		78.6721991701		0.0838		0.0398666173

		7.0E-01		259.2241268102																								0.04		6.844		0.00824702		243.6342688331						0.4		0.145		0.1282		0.1639		120.3319502075		0.1282		0.0607261949

		8.0E-01		309.2025304349																								0.05		5.814		0.00700587		206.9680945347						0.5		0.1989		0.1759		0.2242		165.0622406639		0.1759		0.0830678029

		9.0E-01		360.2085888303																								0.06		5.107		0.006153935		181.8001477105						0.6		0.2551		0.2258		0.2871		211.7012448133		0.2258		0.1063727306

		1.0E+00		412																								0.07		4.59		0.00553095		163.3958641064						0.7		0.3128		0.2771		0.3518		259.5850622407		0.2771		0.1303445721

		2.0E+00		945.7888254582		HJKKJH																						0.08		4.195		0.005054975		149.3345642541						0.8		0.3715		0.3294		0.4178		308.2987551867		0.3294		0.1547980734

		3.0E+00		1.5E+03																								0.09		3.883		0.004679015		138.2279172821						0.9		0.4308		0.3824		0.4845		357.510373444		0.3824		0.17951093

		4.0E+00		2.0E+03																								0.1		3.631		0.004375355		129.2571639586						1		0.4905		0.4359		0.5517		407.0539419087		0.4359		0.2044090404

		5.0E+00		2.5E+03																								0.15		2.859		0.003445095		101.7753323486						2		1.082		0.972		1.22		897.9253112033		0.972		0.4520192664

		6.0E+00		3.1E+03																								0.2		2.468		0.00297394		87.8564254062						3		1.655		1.502		1.872		1373.4439834025		1.502		0.6935902186

		7.0E+00		3.6E+03																								0.3		2.083		0.002510015		74.1511078287						4		2.206		2.019		2.501		1830.7053941909		2.019		0.9266394961

		8.0E+00		4.1E+03																								0.4		1.901		0.002290705		67.6722304284						5		2.738		2.524		3.109		2272.1991701245		2.524		1.1519081141

		9.0E+00		4.7E+03																								0.5		1.801		0.002170205		64.1124076809						6		3.254		3.02		3.698		2700.4149377593		3.02		1.3701370878

		1.0E+01		5.2E+03																								0.6		1.742		0.00209911		62.01211226						7		3.756		3.506		4.27		3117.0124481328		3.506		1.5820674324

																												0.7		1.705		0.002054525		60.6949778434						8		4.245		3.984		4.827		3522.8215767635		3.984		1.788440163

																												0.8		1.682		0.00202681		59.8762186115						9		4.723		4.454		5.37		3919.5020746888		4.454		1.9896257873

																												0.9		1.668		0.00200994		59.3778434269						10		5.191		4.917		5.9		4307.8838174274		4.917		2.1859948129

																												1		1.66		0.0020003		59.0930576071						20		9.477		9.237		10.66		7864.7302904564		9.237		3.949610967

																												2		1.684		0.00202922		59.9474150665						30		13.19		13.08		14.63		10946.0580912863		13.08		5.4205261208

																												3		1.739		0.002095495		61.9053175775						40		16.51		16.55		18.04		13701.244813278		16.55		6.6839570211

																												4		1.7889		0.0021556245		63.6816691285						50		19.54		19.73		21.04		16215.7676348548		19.73		7.7954798073

																												5		1.832		0.00220756		65.2159527326						60		22.33		22.65		23.71		18531.1203319502		22.65		8.7847350871

																												6		1.869		0.002252145		66.5330871492						70		24.92		25.36		26.13		20680.4979253112		25.36		9.681363468

		Fig 5.2, guesstimated																										7		1.902		0.00229191		67.7078286558						80		27.33		27.88		28.33		22680.4979253112		27.88		10.4964801778

		Absorber		cpm																								8		1.93		0.00232565		68.7045790251						90		29.6		30.25		30.35		24564.3153526971		30.25		11.2449055206

		0		3000																								9		1.955		0.002355775		69.594534712						100		31.73		32.47		32.22		26331.9502074689		32.47		11.937754724

		25		2222.4546620452																								10		1.979		0.002384695		70.4488921713

		50		1646.4349082821																								20		2.134		0.00257147		75.9666174298

		75		1219.7089792218																								30		2.226		0.00268233		79.2416543575

		100		903.5826357366																								40		2.281		0.002748605		81.1995568685

		125		669.3904804453																								50		2.318		0.00279319		82.5166912851

		150		495.8966646648																								60		2.346		0.00282693		83.5134416544

		175		367.3692847589																								70		2.371		0.002857055		84.4033973412

		200		272.1538598682																								80		2.391		0.002881155		85.1153618907

		225		201.6165382192																								90		2.408		0.00290164		85.7205317578

		250		149.3612051036																								100		2.432		0.00293056		86.5748892171

		275		110.6495022037

		300		81.9711673419

		325		60.7257343374

		350		44.9867304614

		375		33.3269896147

		400		24.6892411471

		425		23

		450		22

		475		22

		500		22

		525		22

		550		22

		575		22

		600		22
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		Energy, MeV				carbon		aluminum		copper		LEAD																						Cember, 5.11, attenuation of gamma rays under good geometry

		0.001				2198		356		9824		812.9

		0.005				18.53																												Absorber thickness, cm		lead		aluminum

		0.01				2.187		26.35		219.2		132.7																						0		1		1

		0.05				0.1854																												0.25		0.7350211534		0.9509095323

		0.1				0.1512		0.1706		0.4549		5.461																						0.5		0.540256096		0.9042289386

		0.5				0.0871																												0.75		0.3970996588		0.8598399171

		1				0.0636		0.0615		0.0589		0.0701																						1		0.2918766493		0.8176299734

		10				0.0196		0.0232		0.031		0.0488																						1.25		0.2145355114		0.7774921356

		100				0.0145		0.0251		0.0467		0.0937																						1.5		0.157688139		0.739324683

				Mev		carbon		aluminum		copper		LEAD																						1.75		0.1159041178		0.7030308885

		1		0.001		2198		1185		10570																								2		0.0851919784		0.6685187734

		1.09		0.00109						9824																								2.25		0.0626179062		0.6357008741

		1.1		0.0011						11370																								2.5		0.0460254857		0.6044940209

		1.5		0.0015		709		356		4148																								2.75		0.0338297056		0.5748191267

		1.56		0.00156				4241																										3		0.0248655492		0.5466009869

		2		0.002		307.1		2305		2349																								3.25		0.0182767046		0.5197680888

		2.48		0.00248								812.9																						3.5		0.0134337645		0.4942524302

		2.481		0.002481								2151																						3.75		0.0098741011		0.4699893472

		2.58		0.00258								1939																						4		0.0072576732		0.4469173504

		2.581		0.002581								2688

		3		0.003		90.58		806.9

		3.06		0.00306								1727

		3.061		0.003061								2316

		3.55		0.00355								1578

		3.551		0.003551								1780

		3.84		0.00384								1446

		3.85		0.00385								1560

		4		0.004		37.23		369.4		358

		5		0.005		18.53		197.9		193.4

		6		0.006		10.45		117.6		116.6		493.3

		7		0.007

		8		0.008		4.274		50.95		37.81		235

		8.97		0.00897						288.9

		10		0.01		2.187		26.35		219.2		132.7

		13		0.013								67.68

		15		0.015		0.7396		7.873		74.76

		15.2		0.0152								108.7

		15.21		0.01521								151.9

		15.8		0.0158								136

		15.81		0.01581								157.2

		20		0.02		0.4117		3.375		33.9		85.91

		30		0.03		0.2473		1.1		10.8		29.73

		40		0.04		0.2041		0.5571		4.779

		50		0.05		0.1854		0.3632		2.561		7.811

		60		0.06		0.1744		0.2757		1.562		4.863

		80		0.08		0.1607		0.2015		0.7519

		88		0.088								1.835

		88		0.088								7.483

		100		0.1		0.1512		0.1706		0.459		5.461

		150		0.15		0.1346		0.1381		0.2226		1.994

		200		0.2		0.1229		0.1225		0.157		0.9913

		300		0.3		0.1066		0.1043		0.1125		0.3996

		400		0.4		0.0954		0.0928		0.0944		0.2294

		500		0.5		0.0871		0.0845		0.0837		0.1588

		550		0.55		0.0836		0.081		0.0797

		662		0.662		0.0771		0.0746		0.0725		0.1084

		800		0.8		0.0708		0.0684		0.066		0.0872

		1		1		0.0636		0.0615		0.0589		0.0701

		1.25		1.25		0.0569		0.0549		0.0525		0.0581

		1.5		1.5		0.0518		0.0501		0.048		0.0453

		2		2		0.0444		0.0433		0.042

		3		3		0.0356		0.0354		0.036		0.0417

		4		4		0.0305		0.0311		0.0332		0.0415

		5		5		0.0271		0.0284		0.0317		0.0423

		6		6		0.0246		0.0264		0.0307		0.0429

		8		8		0.0214		0.0242		0.0303		0.0454

		10		10		0.0196		0.0232		0.031		0.0488

		15		15		0.0169		0.0217		0.032		0.0459

		20		20		0.0158		0.0217		0.0341		0.0612

		30		30		0.0147		0.022		0.0371		0.07

		40		40		0.0143		0.0224		0.0391		0.0757

		50		50		0.0143		0.0231		0.0412		0.0807

		60		60		0.0142		0.0234		0.0424		0.0838

		80		80		0.0143		0.0243		0.0447		0.0891

		100		100		0.0145		0.0251		0.0467		0.0937
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Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Electron Track Simulation
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Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Electron Point-Kernel Dosimetry

9
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As with photons, the point-kernel method can be used for mono-
energetic electron dosimetry in which dose is integrated over all source 
and receptor points:

The function 𝐹𝐹 ⁄𝑟𝑟 𝑟𝑟0,𝐸𝐸 is a “scaled absorbed dose distribution” (essentially a 
normalized Bragg curve) that is dependent on the electron initial energy and the 
fraction of maximum range (r/r0) that the electron has achieved by the time it 
reaches the dose location.

r0
r



Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Scaled Absorbed Dose Distributions

10

The factor F(r/r0,E) is shown for electrons of energy E, and for beta 
particles of distributed E, normalized over their maximum range, r0 

r0
r
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Fundamentally …

• Point-kernel method employed
• Source on skin surface
• Dose calculated to a given 

averaging area at the user-
specified depth

• Energy absorption based on 
calculated stopping power at 
depth

11
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Symmetric-Source Dose Calculation

• Original VARSKIN begins at the center dose point of the 
irradiation area

• The code divides the source into very small sub-volumes 
(source points)

• The number of source points chosen is sufficient for 
convergence (checked along the way)

12
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Density Correction Model

13
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Electron Dosimetry Theory - Advanced Scaling Parameters

14
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Methods:  Scaling Model
• Using EGSnrc Monte Carlo simulations:

• Homogeneous point-source DPK’s for water at 0.01 MeV ≤ E ≤ 8 MeV (30 
energies)

• Non-homogeneous point-source DPK’s for 7.42 < Z ≤ 94 (18 solid elements) at 
0.01 MeV ≤ E ≤ 8 MeV

• water absorption sphere
• radii varied between 5% to 110% of the X90 value

Water

Absorption Sphere
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• 1 MeV electron DPK’s for the case of a homogenous medium (water) 
and the case of a non-homogeneous medium (for example, air over 
the skin with a source material of iron)
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• 1 MeV electron DPK’s for the case of a homogenous medium (water) 
and the case of a non-homogeneous medium (for example, air over 
the skin with a source material of iron)



Corvallis, Seattle, and AustinScaling Model



Corvallis, Seattle, and Austin

Volumetric Beta Dose vs Source Z
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Electron Dosimetry Theory - Backscatter Correction
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Original Backscatter Determination

Tissue (ρ = 1 g/cm3)

Water (ρ = 1 g/cm3) Air (ρ = 0.001 g/cm3)

Tissue (ρ = 1 g/cm3)

Isotropic Source Isotropic Source

Dosimetry Zone Dosimetry Zone
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New Backscatter Model
• Point-source planar dose profiles for water, air, and 7.42 < Z ≤ 94 scattering media at 0.01 MeV ≤ E 

≤ 8 MeV using EGSnrc Monte Carlo simulations

• Dose averaging areas of 1 and 10 cm2

• Normal depths every 1 mg cm-2 (up to 1000 mg cm-2 )

Scattering Medium (“infinite” thickness) Cylindrical Dose Planes
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Point-Source BSCF
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Scatter Scenarios
• Source scatter for top/bottom of source

• Source scatter for sides of source

• Air scatter for top/sides of source
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Scatter for Top/Bottom of Source

Dose Region

Beta-Particle 
Range

Source Point
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Scatter for Top/Bottom of Source
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Scatter for Top/Bottom of Source

Dose Region

Downward 
Scattering

Upward 
Scattering

Source PointBeta-Particle 
Range
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Air Scatter for Top/Sides of Source
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Source
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SUMMARY
• Electron Interactions --> Electron energy distribution
• Energy scaling model
• Range scaling model
• Backscatter correction factors
• Numerical Integration of Dose-Point Kernels
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Questions

32
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